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CLOVER CHRONICLES 
Isabel la County  

Attention All Fair Exhibitors 
Fair sign-up is open for Still Exhibit, Horses, Dairy, and Small  

Animals. Sign-up closes June 13 at 10 PM. 
 

Please refer to the Isabella County Fair website for sign-up links:  
https://www.isabellacountyfair.com/  
 

See page 4 for more details and information on registering.  

Scholarships Awarded 

Congratulations to Kenzie Karcher (Crackerjack 4-H Club) and Natalie 
Ludwig (Crackerjack 4-H Club) recipients of the Isabella County 4-H 
Scholarship Awards for the 2026 - 2027 academic school year.  
 
Best wishes, Kenzie & Natalie with your future plans! Congratulations! 

Thank You from 4-H Camp Association 
The Isabella County Camp Association would like to thank ALL 4-H  
members, volunteers and families that helped with this year’s annual 
clean-up! Your time and dedication made a big difference. We greatly  
appreciate you making this service project a priority for your clubs—your 
efforts help keep camp a special place for everyone to enjoy.  

Important Auction Tax Reporting Update 
Beginning January 1, 2026, the IRS requires a 1099-MISC to be issued 

when a youth earns $2,000 or more in total proceeds from the sale of 

project animals during a calendar year. Recent federal legislation  

increased the reporting threshold from $600 to $2,000. 

 

Isabella County 4-H, Michigan State University Extension, the Isabella 

County Fair Board, and Livestock Producers are currently working to  

understand the requirements and determine the process for collecting any 

necessary information from exhibitors and families. Compliance with these 

reporting requirements is important for all auction programs. 

 

We are continuing to learn more about this process and will share  

additional information and instructions with families as soon as they  

become available. Thank you for your patience and understanding as we 

navigate this new requirement together. 

https://www.isabellacountyfair.com/
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CLUB CORNER 
 

Aim High - Our May meeting was a fun-filled evening of activities, crafts, and fair prep details.  
Reminders about fair class registration, needed forms, and foodstand duty sign up rounded out the night. 
 

Crackerjack - At our May meeting we discussed fair sign-up, small animal clinics, 4-H camps this summer 
and upcoming shooting sports dates. We are going to have a float in the Blanchard Days parade on June 
20 and we are decorating a banner for the fair. 
 

Hooves & Hearts – Our club kicked off community service this month by completing our first cleanup of 
the two-mile stretch of Baseline Road that we recently adopted through the Adopt-A-Highway program. 
Members worked together to collect three large bags of trash and even hauled away a discarded counter-
top! We also completed 4-H sign-up, discussed fair preparations, and started planning our still exhibits. 
We look forward to more service projects and fair activities throughout the summer. 
 

Pony Creek - At our may meeting we did our roadside clean-up of picking up trash on a two mile stretch. 
After we got done, we designed and painted the banner for fair. 

Fair Board News 
TJ  Schmidt Company Amusements is our new Amusement Company. We are very excited to have 
them at our fair. The prices are:  Monday – Thursday $25.00 per wristband and Friday & Saturday 
$30.00. Each day we open at 1:00 pm except Monday 4 pm and stay open until close. There are NO 
pre-sale passes.   
 
Fair Office hours will be Tuesday – Thursday from 10 AM – 1 PM. It’s always a good idea to call in 
advance before coming to the office, 989-400-1082. 
 
We still have Isabella County Fair t-shirts available for $10 in the office. 
 
Starting July 1, Camping Permits will be available for you to pick up in the Fair Office. If you paid for 
a parking pass or cart permit, they will be in your envelope. There are no open camping sites  
available. 

4-H Cloverbud Camp & Summer Camp  
 

July 7 & 8 - 4-H Cloverbud (day) Camp (5-7 Year olds)  
July 15 & 16 - 4-H Summer (overnight) Camp (8-12 year olds)  
 

Registration link for both camps:  
https://clareisabella20264hcamp.4honline.com  
 

Adult & Teen Volunteers Needed for Camps 
We are looking for teen counselors (14-19 year olds) and adult volunteers (must be Gold volunteer) 
to help at both camps. If you are interested in helping at one or both camps, please contact Liz at 
antveli3@msu.edu.  

Project Record Sheets  
Listed below are the individual project record sheets that are required for 4-H fair projects, unless 
noted otherwise. Project areas not listed require a general Project Record Sheet. All of these  
record sheets are available at the Extension Office, from your Administrative Leader, or online. 
 

Crops  Flower/Vegetable Gardening  Talent Show   Horse Project Record (optional) 
Modeling Personal Appearance        Shooting Sports Livestock (optional)  
Recipe Cards - for all food projects   Simple Project Record for Small Animals 

https://clareisabella20264hcamp.4honline.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExT0ZqV0tzWVVGRmRtbXFWcHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4keirIUGKo99nrMHh7sAYX4y7GG2xqCw-ybTC6IFv7hU--52ykCnFLInqL8Q_aem_C4E_6yVDxPa0pN8fFZzPPg
mailto:antveli3@msu.edu
https://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/isabella_county_4_h/newsletters-and-forms
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Dog Classes for Fair Competition 

June 10, 17, 24  
July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Classes will be held at 6 PM at the Small Animal Barn at the Fairgrounds.  
 
Bring dogs, leash and treats. Youth must wear tennis shoes. Youth are required to attend at least 
eight classes each in obedience, showmanship and agility to compete at the fair this year.  
 
For more information, call or text Diane Gaw (989) 506-7750. 

Small Animal News 
 

Small Animal Showmanship Clinics: 
Thursday, June 11 

Tuesday, June 16
 
 

Monday, June 22 - Small Animal Meeting after 

Sunday, June 28 

Thursday, July 9  

Wednesday, July 15 – Small Animal Meeting after 
 

All clinics are held in the Small Animal barn at the fairgrounds, from 6:30 PM – 7:30 PM.  
 

**Clinics will be cancelled if temperatures reach 85 degrees or higher, it is a good idea to plan to    

attend the earliest available date. We will post on Facebook no later than 3 PM if we have to cancel. 
 

• Poultry Members - to continue keeping the fair birds safe of Avian Influenza, NO live birds will 

brought to the clinics. We will utilize fake birds to teach showmanship.  
 

• Rabbit members ages 8 - 19 should come to as many clinics as possible -- there is a lot to learn 

in a short amount of time and we usually have several kids at a table with one person helping. 

These are not one-on-one teaching sessions. If you do not yet have the rabbit showmanship 

guide, contact the MSU Extension Office and have the steps roughly learned before the clinics, 

as that will be much easier to understand the instructors. Also, each individual rabbit member     

8 - 19 years old will need to do a final verification of fair class information and auction choices 

with the rabbit superintendent at one of the last three clinic dates listed, please plan accordingly. 
 

• If you plan to sell your rabbit, chicken or goat at the fair, you NEED to register for the Small     

Animal Auction. There will be a message box that pops up AFTER submitting sign-up for small 

animals. Click on the link in the box to sign-up for your small animal auction project.  
 

• If members/leaders have any questions, please reach out to the species-specific superintendent.         

Educational information and other details/reminders will be available to clinic attendees. We 

highly encourage members to attend at least one of the clinics so there are no surprises at fair 

check-in. Because clinics will be cancelled if temperatures reach 85 degrees or higher, it is a 

good idea to plan to attend the earliest available date. That also gives time for solving any issues 

that may be noted when animals are seen at the clinics.  
 

• Cloverbuds are welcome to attend if they choose, but because they are not judged and our 

teens do their evaluation, these clinics are not geared towards 5 - 7 year olds. There will be a lot 

of instruction and special one-on-one teaching during fair week specifically designed for this age 

group.  
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**Attention All Fair Exhibitors** 
 

Fair sign-up is open for Still Exhibit, Horses, Dairy, and Small Animals.  

Sign-up closes June 13 at 10 PM. 
 

Still Exhibit, Horses, Dairy, and Small Animal sign-up will  

open May 18 at 8:00 AM. Registration will close on June 13 at 10 PM 

**There will be NO EXCEPTIONS for late entries** 
 

There are a few things to take note of:  

• There will be a message box that pops up AFTER submitting sign up for Small  

Animals. Click on the link in the box to sign up for your Small Animal Auction     

project.  
 

• There is a separate form for the Cloverbud (5-7 year olds) craft section.           

Cloverbuds are not allowed to sell in the Still Exhibit Auction.   
 

• You will get a “receipt” from Google following your registration to the email that 

you used to sign up. If you do NOT receive an email within 24 hours of your sign 

up, contact Kapre at kaprefilhart@gmail.com to make sure that your sign up went 

through. ALL sign ups are due June 13 at 10 PM. There will be no exceptions.  
 

• You will need to know which project you plan to sell for the Still Exhibit Auction  

upon signing up (crafts sign up AND auction form due on June 13!). There is a 

second section under each still exhibit department that will allow you to              

indicate whether or not you wish to sell a project from that section. You are still 

only allowed to sell ONE item for still exhibit auction. You will need to know which 

exhibit you are selling at the time of sign up. Cloverbuds are not allowed to sell 

still exhibits.  
 

Please refer to the Isabella County Fair website for sign-up links:  

https://www.isabellacountyfair.com/  
 

**Large Animal/Livestock Exhibitors (dairy feeders, beef, swine, and sheep) do 

not have a sign up because your sign-up is your tag-in/weigh-in. HOWEVER, you 

DO need to fill out the drug use form that can be found on the website using the drop 

down menu under the Large Animals tab. 

 

For questions regarding classes offered, please contact the Superintendent in that 

department. If you need help with registration, please call the MSU Extension office 

at (989) 317-4079 or email antveli3@msu.edu. 

mailto:kaprefilhart@ymail.com
https://www.isabellacountyfair.com/
mailto:antveli3@msu.edu
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4-H Award Information 
 

Outstanding 4-H Member & Chet Brown Applications Available 
Applications are now being accepted for this year’s Outstanding 4-H Member and the Chester 
Brown Memorial Leadership Development Award. Applications are available on the MSU Extension  
website at: https://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/isabella_county_4_h/newsletters-and-forms 
or at the Extension office. Completed applications are due at the Extension office by July 15.  
Eligibility requirements are as follows:  
 

Outstanding 4-H Member 
(winner will be selected to receive $500 towards CWF Trip, National Club Congress Trip, or scholarship towards higher education) 

1. Applicants must be 15 years of age (by January 1, 2026). 
2. Completed three calendar years of 4-H club work. 
3. Completed 4-H projects in at least two project areas. 
4. Been recommended by local leader. 
5. Applicants will be interviewed on Friday of fair week. 
 

Chester Brown Memorial Leadership Development Award 
1. Applicants must be 13 years of age (by January 1, 2026). 
2. Applicants should demonstrate leadership abilities in an activity. This activity should not be      

eligible for fair exhibition. Examples of eligible activities: community service project, school        
related activity, church activity. 

3. Selection will be based upon organizational skills, number of people participating, and how they 
were involved. 

4. Applicants will be interviewed on Friday of fair week. 
 

Other 4-H Award Opportunities - you must sign up for these on your 
fair entry form: 
 

4-H Jr. Teen Leadership Award - Ages 10-12 
1. Enroll in the 4-H junior leadership project with club leader and 4-H office. 
2. Complete the self-reflection form with your 4-H leader. 
3. Complete two or more junior leader activities (see application for suggestions) 
4. Display a poster (28" x 22") at the fair depicting some aspect of your project. 
5. Be interviewed by a fair judge. 
 

4-H Teen Leadership Award - Ages 13-19 
For all 4-H members who have enrolled in a teen leadership project and completed it prior to the beginning of 
fair week. Must complete a poster (28”x22”) and evaluation form available from the Extension office. Two $50 
cash awards are given. 
 

Junior Achievement Booth Award - Ages 12-14 
Showcase your participation in 4-H with an Achievement Booth at the fair. Guidelines and suggestions are 
available from the Extension office. One winner will be selected and will receive a choice of: $125 towards a 
trip to Washington, DC (WOW - Wonders of Washington). 
 

Senior Achievement Booth Award - Ages 15-19 
Here is your opportunity to highlight your 4-H participation. Guidelines are available from the Extension office. 
One winner will receive a choice of: $300 toward a trip to CWF (Citizen Washington Focus) in Washington, 
D.C. next summer; National Club Congress held next November in Atlanta, Georgia; or scholarship towards 
higher education. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/isabella_county_4_h/newsletters-and-forms
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4-H Shooting Sports Dates 
 

June 13 – Qualifying Shoot  
(Registration: 8:30 – 9:30 AM, Safety meeting: 9:30 AM, Shooting begins: 10 AM)  
 

June 27 - County Shoot  
(Shooting begins at 9 AM, youth must attend one qualifying shoot in order to compete at the county shoot) 
 

**New this year - 3D scheduling, registration begins at 8 AM, head out at 8:30 AM for all qualifying 
shoots 
 

Pre-registration is required for ALL shoots!  
Youth must pre-register to the Extension Office what disciplines (BB, Air Pellet, .22, Archery,  

Shotgun, Muzzleloading) they are going to participate in.  
 

Register at: email Liz (antveli3@msu.edu) or call (989) 317-4079. 
 

Cost per event: *may be subject to change based on market prices for supplies 

$5.00 registration fee 

$5.00 additional registration fee for each if you shoot Trap, Skeet or .22 

Bring your own safety equipment (eye & ear protection) 

4-H member is responsible for buying own shells for trap; they are available for sale at the shoots 
 

4-H Shooting Sports Age Policies: 
• 4-H Shooting Sports Programs are open to young people aged 8 through 19. The “4-H age” will be       

determined by a young person’s age as of January 1 of the 4-H program year. 

• Members age 8 may participate in BB gun, basic archery and 3-D archery. Participation is at the discre-

tion of the Certified Instructor and the participant must be under direct adult supervision (one on one). 

• Cloverbuds (4-H ages 5 - 7) must wait until they reach the 4-H age of 8 to participate in shooting sports. 

• Members ages 9 – 11 are limited to shooting Air Pellet, BB & archery at competitive events 

• Youth must attend one qualifying shoot in order to compete at the county shoot 

 

Location: 
Isabella County Sportsman’s Club (2872 W. Millbrook Road, Mt. Pleasant, corner of Winn & Millbrook Roads) 

 

4-H Shooting sports events are weather dependent. If weather is poor, please check your email and/or the  

4-H Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H). We will post cancellations on Facebook 

and send an email out to families enrolled in the shooting sports project.  

https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H
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Register at:  
https://clareisabella20264hcamp.4honline.com 

https://clareisabella20264hcamp.4honline.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExSkVhbkxTU2dLbDI3dWdmanNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7w0a1JGbS65t6pUESjGQpg9Ejsa1obgrTHHkGT5mZf8clj3su4WmJ3EOxv5A_aem_davfGrI8zhBOD7O2WzwHpA
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https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-and-ffa-livestock-judging-state-contest-2026 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/digger-day 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/ai_and_you 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/garden-geocache 
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https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/pirate-and-pixie-garden-party 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/online-internet-safety-6-9-26 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-and-ffa-livestock-judging-state-contest-2026
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/digger-day
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/ai_and_you
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/pirate-and-pixie-garden-party
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/online-internet-safety-6-9-26
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Coordinator’s Corner –  June 2026 
 

Hello Isabella County 4-H Families! 

 

As I grow, I continue to learn. One of the things I enjoy most about my job is that 

there is always something new to discover. Whether it's learning new policies, finding 

better ways to serve our members and volunteers, or gaining knowledge from the 

youth and families I work with, I often feel like a student myself. 

 

As fair season and project sign-ups are upon us, I encourage everyone to learn 

something new this year. Step out of your comfort zone and challenge yourself to try 

something different. Maybe it's enrolling in a new project area, attending a workshop, 

learning a new skill, taking on a leadership role, or meeting someone new. Growth 

happens when we are willing to explore opportunities that may feel unfamiliar at first. 

 

One of the greatest things about 4-H is that learning comes in many forms. We learn 

through successes and challenges, through hands-on experiences, and through 

working alongside others. Every project, meeting, clinic, and fair experience offers an 

opportunity to gain knowledge and build confidence. 

 

This summer, I challenge you to ask questions, stay curious, and embrace the 

chance to learn something new. You never know where a new skill, friendship, or ex-

perience may lead. The best part of learning is that it never truly ends, and each new 

lesson helps us become the best versions of ourselves. 

 

I look forward to seeing all the new things our Isabella County 4-H members learn 

and accomplish this year!  

 
 
Warmly, 

 
Liz Antvelink 

4-H Program Coordinator, Isabella County 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are 
open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, 
gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political 

beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or 
veteran status. Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, 
acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture. Quentin Tyler, Director, MSU 
Extension, East Lansing, MI 48824. This information is for 

educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or 
trade names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or 

bias against those not mentioned. 
    

“Accommodations for persons with disabilities may be requested 
by contacting the MSU Extension office at (989) 317-4079 at 
least 7 days prior to the scheduled event to ensure sufficient 

time to make arrangements. Requests received after this time 
will be met when possible.” 

 

 

 
Liz Antvelink, 4-H Program Coordinator  

antveli3@msu.edu  
 

Nonie Gross, Secretary 
Monica Jean, Field Crops Educator 

Eric Karbowski, District 6 Director  
Kara Lynch, Food Safety Educator 
Misty Oebel, Farm Stress Educator 

 

Isabella County 
510 W. Pickard Street 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
 

Phone: (989) 317-4079 

msue37@msu.edu 
 

Website:   

https://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/ 

https://www.facebook.com/

IsabellaCounty4H/ 

Isabella County 4-H Calendar   

June 
2 

Horse Leaders @ Marantha Baptist 

Church 

6:30 PM 

13 4-H Qualifying Shoot @  
Sportsman’s Club 

8:30 AM 

13 Fair Sign-Up Deadline 10 PM 

19 County Building Closed  

23 4-H Council @ Isabella County  
Commission on Aging, Craft Room 
 

6:30 PM 

27 County Shoot @ Sportsman’s Club 8:30 AM 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

Fair Sign-Up Deadline 
June 13 

 

County Shoot 
June 27 

 

4-H Cloverbud Camp 
July 7 & 8 

 

4-H Summer Camp 
July 15 & 16 

 

Isabella County Youth & Farm Fair 
August 1 - 9, 2026 

 
 

 
 

Fair Sign-up Deadline 
June 13 by 10 PM 
NO EXCEPTIONS! 

https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/
https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H/
https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H/
https://www.isabellacountyfair.com/sign-up

