» Native Plant Facts

from www.nativeplants.msu.edu

Sweet alyssum
Lobularia maritima L.
Desv. variety Snow Crystals

Group: Dicot

Family: Brassicaceae (mustard)
Growth Habit: Forb/herb
Duration: Annual/Perennial
U.S. Nativity: Introduced

Natural Enemies Attracted: A large
number of Orius insidiousus, Chalcidoidea
and Cynipoidea. Medium numbers of
Braconidae. Small numbers of Plagiognathus
politus, Chlamydatus associatus, Carabidae,
Thomisidae, Sphecidae, Dolichopodidae,
Ichneumonidae, Coccinellidae, Cantharidae,
Syrphidae and Nabidae.

Pests Attracted: Large numbers of leaf beetles.
Medium number of lygus bugs. Small numbers
of leathoppers, aphids and froghoppers.

Bees attracted: Moderate numbers (between
1-5 bees per meter square in a 30 second
sample) of bees including yellow-faced bees
and sweat bees.

Species Notes: This nonnative annual is originally from the Mediterranean. It grows from 3-10
inches tall and forms a carpet of flowers. It has been recommended for its attractiveness to natural
enemy insects. Our white variety filled in well, and bloomed from date of planting in mid-May into
mid-September. This species was the third most attractive plant to natural enemies in the late season,
as well as over the entire growing season.
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Plant species
Habitat: Full sun to partial shade. Does not tolerate drought, Sunlight
also requires good drainage. Plants spread to about 12 inches sun €———Range————3  Wshade
across. Moisture
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Cultivation and Management: Grows as an annual in
Michigan, and can be grown from seed or plug material. We
saw no evidence of deer or other vertebrate browsing on this
species.

Availability: Species is available as seed or plug material
from many home and garden stores, as well as plant nurseries.

For more information: View the online USDA-NRCS
PLANTS database
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