
Greetings! 
 

This is a new endeavor in one of my roles as Michigan State Univer-
sity Extension State Field Crops educator for nine counties in Northwest 
Michigan. In today’s new way of doing business we in Extension are being 
told we must reach our audience in new, more effective ways, and oh yes 
we must do it with little or no cost. So this electronic newsletter is a first   
attempt to reach across the region to the crop farming community. 

 
For those of you that may not know me I have worked for MSU      

Extension of 30 years always based here in Osceola County.  I have 
worked closely with the local agricultural community in the areas of dairy, 
livestock, forages including hay and grazing, and field crops.  

 
If you like this information in this format, do nothing and you will   

continue to receive it on a quarterly basis via email. Also let others know 
about this newsletter and if they are interested have them send me their 
email address. If you wish to be dropped from the mailing list let me know  
at linduis@anr.msu.edu or toll free at 1-888-678-3464 and at the county 
prompt enter 67236. Also if you have comments, criticisms, ideas on how  
to improve this newsletter, or topics for future articles feel free to contact  
me as this is a new approach and I am sure there will be lots of improve-
ments that we can make. 

 
Enclosed is information on some upcoming educational meetings 

that will be held over the next month. Also some other articles of interest  
are included. 
 
 Jerry Lindquist 
 
 
 
 MSU Extension Grazing 
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2013 Could Be a Ride to Remember 
  
 As the planting season draws closer you can start to feel the tension and anticipation in the 
air.   Cash corn price is floating around $6.80, land rents and competition for farmland is feverish, 
hay supplies will be rock bottom come spring, and everyone knows the stakes are high.  If ever 
there was a year for optimism in the cropping sector this may be it as crop planting intentions are 
very high.  However those that have been involved in agriculture for some time also know, if ever 
there was a year to be concerned about commodity price wild swings, this may be it as well. 
  
 Market analysts believe we could plant somewhere around 97 – 98 million acres of corn this 
year which across the country which would be up 4 - 5 million acres over 2012.  If we plant this 
much and if rain returns to the corn belt yields will rebound closer to the five year average of 154 
bu/acre from the 124 bu the USDA estimated  for last year.  This will drive the corn price down.  
The question is how far will the price fall? 
 
 It seems like long ago but in the 2009 harvest season and into winter of 2010 the corn price 
averaged just $3.55/bu.  On the futures market December corn is around $5.66/bu.  Corn exports 
have fallen and are projected to stay lower in 2013 unless corn price drops substantially.   I am   
estimating for 2013 that the breakeven price for corn in Northern Michigan will be around $4.00/bu. 
with a normal corn yield of around 126 bu/acre.  So if the futures are in the ballpark there still could 
be an opportunity to profit with corn but some of the glitter will be taken off of the crop if rainfall    
returns to the corn belt.  
    
 Currently South America’s corn and soybean crops are approaching the harvest season 
needing water however they still will be very large crops because of the acres planted.  Reports 
from Iowa are still reporting a winter with little moisture.  If there are good harvests in South Ameri-
ca and the U.S. the corn price could fall closer to $4 in one year.  If yields are low we could easily 
see corn in the $7 - $8 range again. 
 
 In the end this corn price will likely move away from the price it is at today.  Buyers of corn 
are wanting to move the price lower but they need supply side help in the form rainfall to bring the 
grain yield back up.  If the drought continues for another year the price will rally and you hope your 
crop will receive more rainfall than the rest of the nation.  Either way it may be ride you will not soon 
forget. 
 

Be prepared for this potentially volatile season by doing the following: 
 
1. Soil test – if there was ever a year for your crop to have proper nutrition this is it 
2. Have everything ready to roll – planting on time is critical, avoid supply and equipment break-

down delays by preparing now 
3. Consider risk management opportunities by contracting a portion of the crop to be sold to protect 

it from price movement 
4. Consider crop insurance to cover a portion of your investment to protect it from weather  disaster 
5. Be thinking about market access in the situation of a large crop, with the extra acres being   

planted grain terminals especially in Michigan may be backed up so you cannot deliver and sell,     
especially if you do not have access to grain storage think ahead about what you would do to 
avoid letting corn stand in the winter for wildlife feeding and lodging losses. 
 
There are good opportunities in all of the cash crops  for this year but there are also some 

great risks.  Consider taking steps now to make it a successful season no matter what hand mother 
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Restricted Use Pesticide Review and Exam 
 
WHEN:         Monday, February 25, 2013 
                     9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  -  MSU Extension Pesticide Update & Exam Review 
                     1:00 p.m.   -  MDARD Restricted Use Pesticide Exam 
                                 
WHERE:      Baker College – Lake City Campus Center of Transportation and Technology 
           4800 South Morey Road, Lake City, MI. 49651 
          (South of Voelker Implement Sales, Inc. on M-66) 
 
The review is for those wishing to receive final training before taking the exam or for those wishing 
to receive pesticide re-certification credits  (3 credits have been granted).  You do not have to  
attend the review to take the exam.  The exam is for those wishing to purchase and utilize restrict-
ed use pesticides in the State of Michigan. 
 
For the exam you must:   
 

• Bring a #2 pencil and an ink pen 
• Bring a photo ID (driver’s license) 
• Bring your registration paperwork received in the mail from Michigan Department of         

Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) if renewing. 
• Make check/money orders payable to “State of Michigan” -  cash or credit/debit cards are 

not accepted 
• If retaking an exam that you failed you must bring receipt of payment from the previous    

exam session 
• Not bring personal calculators or cell phone calculators (calculators if needed will be      

available from the exam proctor) 
 
Cost:   Review - $10/person payable at the door to MSU (cash or check);    
   Exam -$50 for private applicators (farmers); $75 for commercial applicators (cash is not  
   accepted).   
 
Lunch will be provided by Voelker Implement Sales. 
 
Registration:  Please register for these two events by either:  
 

1. Calling Jerry Lindquist toll free 888-678-3464 and at the county prompt enter 67236 or             
at lindquis@msu.edu or  

 
2. You may register on-line for the exam only at www.michigan.gov/pestexam 

 
Exams are also offered at various times and locations around the State.  For the 
complete list of exams go to www.michigan.gov/pestexam. 
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Michigan Forage Technology Conference 
 
When:      March 7, 2013 
 
Time:       10:00 A.M.—4:00 P.M. (Registration begins at 9:00 A.M.) 
 
Location: Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center, Big Ten Room B  
         219 South Harrison Rd, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 48824 
 
Theme:   The Changing Forage Industry 
 
Join us for an information-packed day. Here are just a few of our planned topics:  
The Future of the Forage Industry, Cover Crops as Forage, Corn Shredlage, Growing Alfalfa-Grass 
Mixtures, Hay Supplies and Demand, What NRCS Can Do for You, MSU Forage Research         
Updates, Shupe Grazing Dairy, Fencing and Water for Temporary Pastures, Michigan Forage 
Council Annual Meeting,  Vendors, and more! 
 
For more information, see complete conference schedule at http://fis.msue.msu.edu/events.htm/  
or contact Dr. Kim Cassida (cassida@msu.edu) or Jodie Schonfelder (schonfel@msu.edu,  
517-355-0271) 
 
Cut here 
  
    
   MFC members non-members  total  $ 
      enclosed 
 
Pre-registration (closes Mar. 1, 2013)  $35    ______  $40    ______  _________ 
(covers proceedings, lunch, and snacks) 
 

Day of conference registration (9:00-10:00 AM)  $40  $45 
(lunch not guaranteed) 
 
 
Your Name ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone number _____________________________________________________________________  
E-mail ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Return this form and payment to: Jodie Schonfelder 
         Plant and Soil Science Building 
        1066 Bogue St. Room A286 
         Michigan State University 
         East Lansing, MI 48824 



Weed Responses to Corn Herbicide Tables 
 
The Weed Responses to Corn Herbicide tables found on page 8 and 9 of this newsletter are from 
the 2013 MSU Weed Control Guide for Field Crops.   
 
The 2013 Guide is available at the MSU Extension Bookstore http://bookstore.msue.msu.edu/  or 
via your local MSU Extension County Office for $12.00.   
 
It contains 180 pages of herbicide information for all the major field crops in Michigan including 
corn, soybean, wheat, oats, alfalfa, pasture and more.  Each year it is updated with the latest  
herbicides for each crop including the rates to apply and how effective the treatment was in MSU 
trials. 
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Local and current research can help Michigan soybean producers understand how vertical tillage operations 
affect soybean yields and income. 
 
Mike Staton, Michigan State University Extension 
 
The quantity and quality of the corn stalks remaining following harvest operations has increased in recent 
years. This situation has led to damaged tires, decreased planter and drill performance and delayed soil  
drying and warming in the spring. Vertical tillage is one of the conservation tillage options for managing corn 
residue prior to planting soybeans. This article summarizes the results from five Michigan on-farm research 
trials evaluating the effects that two different vertical tillage implements had on soybean yields. 
 
In all cases, the untilled control was not tilled prior to planting soybeans, but had been tilled prior to planting 
corn the previous year and therefore should not be considered no-till. All vertical tillage operations were  
performed in the spring into untilled corn stalks and all treatments were planted with no-till planters or drills. 
 
Salford RTS versus an untilled control 
The Salford RTS vertical tillage implement was compared to an untilled control at two locations in 2010 and 
one location in 2012. When the 2010 trials were combined and analyzed, tillage did not significantly affect 
soybean yields (Table 1). 
 
Table 1. Salford RTS effects on soybean yield in 2010 (two sites) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
However, in 2012, a single pass of the Salford RTS did significantly increase soybean yields by 2.5 bushels 
per acre over the untilled control at one location near Hamilton, Mich. (Table 2). 
 
Table 2. Salford RTS effects on soybean population and yield in 2012 (one site) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
When all three sites were combined and analyzed, the yield advantage produced by the Salford RTS was 
statistically significant, but was reduced to 1.3 bushels per acre (Table 3). The Salford RTS produced an 
additional $8 per acre more income than the untilled control when all three sites were combined (Table 3). 
 

...Continued on page 9 

Treatment  Popula on 
(plants/ac)  Yield (bu/ac) 

UnƟlled control  173,659 a  56.4 b 

Salford RTS  169,884 a  58.9 a 

C.V.%  5.0  2.1 

LSD 0.1  14,175  2.0 

Vertical Tillage Effects on Soybean Yields in Michigan 

Treatment  Yield (bu/ac) 

UnƟlled control  50.8 a 

Salford RTS  51.5 a 

C.V.%  1.7 

LSD 0.1  0.8 
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Treatment  Yield (bu/ac)  Income ($/ac) 

UnƟlled control  52.7 b  $751 

Salford RTS  54.0 a  $769 

C.V.%  1.9    

LSD 0.1  0.7    

  Monroe County  Hillsdale County  Monroe County  Hillsdale County 

  
Treatment  Popula on (plants per acre)  Yield (bu/ac)  Income ($/ac)  Yield (bu/ac)  Income ($/ac) 

UnƟlled control  174,240 a  125,235 a  43.0 b  $613  47.0 a  $670 

Sunflower 6630  179,757 a  120,592 a  45.8 a  $643  40.2 b  $563 

C.V.%  7.6  3.1  2.4     3.7    

LSD 0.1  22,521  6,284  2.2     3.3    

...Continued from page 8 
 
Table 3. Salford RTS effects on soybean yield and income in 2010 and 2012 (three sites) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assumptions: Soybean market price of $14.25 per bushel; Salford RTS costs = $10 per acre 
 
Sunflower 6630 versus an untilled control 
The Sunflower 6630 vertical tillage implement was compared to an untilled control at two locations in 2012. 
The Sunflower 6630 increased soybean yields by 2.8 bushels per acre in Monroe County, but decreased 
soybean yields by 6.8 bushels per acre in Hillsdale County (Table 4). The Sunflower 6630 increased       
income by $30 per acre in Monroe County, but reduced income by $107 per acre in Hillsdale County (Table 
4). Plant populations were not affected by tillage at either location. The Hillsdale County site was planted on 
a coarser-textured soil and was planted 12 days later than the Monroe County site. These factors combined 
with the drought conditions may have contributed to the reduced yields in the Sunflower 66330 treatment at 
the Hillsdale County site. 
 
 
Table 4. Sunflower 6630 effects on soybean populations, yields and income in 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assumptions: Soybean market price of $14.25 per bushel; Sunflower 6630 costs = $10 per acre 
 
Historically, the effects of tillage on soybean yields have been relatively small and may not offset the addi-
tional fuel, labor and depreciation costs. Research results from more locations and more years are needed 
to determine if vertical tillage consistently improves soybean yields and profitability in Michigan. 
 
Tillage operations will reduce residue cover exposing soils to wind and water erosion. Producers that farm 
highly erodible land should check with their local Natural Resources Conservation Service office to make 
sure that the tillage operations they want to perform comply with their conservation plan. 
 
Related MSU Extension article “Strip tillage effects on soybean yields in Michigan” 
 
This article was published by Michigan State University Extension. For more information, visit http://
www.msue.msu.edu. To contact an expert in your area, visit http://expert.msue.msu.edu, or call               
888-MSUE4MI (888-678-3464). 



Page 12 MSU Extension Crops Newsletter for Northwest Michigan 

 

 



Page 13 MSU Extension Crops Newsletter for Northwest Michigan 

 



Page 14 MSU Extension Crops Newsletter for Northwest Michigan 



Page 15 MSU Extension Crops Newsletter for Northwest Michigan 



Page 16 MSU Extension Crops Newsletter for Northwest Michigan 



Osceola County MSU Extension 
301 West Upton 
Reed City, MI  49677 

Name:________________________
_______________________ 
 

Non-Profit Organization 
Bulk Rate 

US Postage Paid 
Permit No. 62 

Reed City, MI  49677 

Phone 231-832-6139 
Fax 231-832-3381 

Return Service Requested 


