HANDOUT:

Example M4‑HYCC Focus Statement, Small Group Research Categories & Questions 
Expanding Recycling and Solid Waste Reduction (2005–06): The focus of the Michigan 4‑H Youth Conservation Council is to encourage policy makers and stakeholders at the state and county levels to improve local recycling programs through education, innovative strategies and incentives. This will be supported through revenue-generating sources to reduce the solid waste stream in Michigan.

Southeast Region Metro Team: Existing Recycling Programs & Innovative Strategies
· Other states, local programs and Canada

· Bag and tag, redemption centers, composting, curbside, phoenix, and drop-off centers, pay as you throw
· Curbside

· Increase recycling rate, lowest in Great Lakes region

· Detroit largest city without curbside pickup
· Improve current centers

· Recycling background

· 32 percent of trash is from out of state

· University of Arizona garbage project (what they did)

· Pay as you go, bag ’n’ tag
· California programs

· 1-800-cleanup

· earth911.org

· Composting

· Need current recycling statistics

· Mainstream recycling
· Expansion of redemption centers

· County solid waste plan (to be revised in 2007)

Central Region Team: Revenue-Generating Sources

· Penny plan, tipping fees, credit card, lottery, other innovative ideas

· Focus on funding

· Need permanent funding source
· Lottery, credit card

· Citizen reports
· 65 percent of voters will pay for comprehensive recycling

Southeast Region Saginaw Bay Team: Education, Incentive Strategies & Environmental Impacts 
of Solid Waste

· Educate county solid waste plan developers community

· Public education

· Why do we need to recycle?
· How and why?
· Educational marketing and awareness

· Incentives for county-based recycling programs

· In-state and out-of-state

· Creation of jobs, stimulate economy
· University of Arizona garbage project

· Education needs incentives

· Recycling incentives + standards

· Education is of huge importance

· Either decrease prices now or increase later

· People will recycle more if cheaper

· Regions should make field trips to mainstream recycling facilities

North Region Team: Legislation
· State mandates

· Legislation on recycling in other states

· Existing Michigan legislation, bills not passed

· Model legislation

Southwest Region Team: Stakeholders & Policy-Makers’ Viewpoints

· Grocers, businesses, citizens, haulers, processors, landfills and manufacturers

· Citizens support recycling
· Coke supports curbside, buyback, drop-off

· NIMBY (not in my backyard)
· State sets recycling standards (community uniqueness)
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