WHO REPRESENTS YOU? HANDOUT:
Suggestions for Writing to Your State Legislators
We suggest all M4‑HYCC members write their state senators and representatives to inform them of the member’s participation in the M4‑HYCC and his or her current research topic, and to invite the legislators to the scheduled final presentation. We recommend that the letters go in the mail several weeks in advance. The following is a suggested format and information to include in the letters:

Letter #1 to a State Senator
Letter #2 to a State Representative
[Your inside address]
[Your inside address]

The Honorable _________
The Honorable ___________

Michigan Senate



Michigan House of Representatives

State Capitol



State Capitol

P.O. Box 30036



P.O. Box 30014

Lansing, Michigan 48909


Lansing, MI. 48909

Letter #1 Dear Senator ________:

Letter #2 Dear Representative __________:

Paragraph 1: Introduce yourself. Include your age and grade plus anything else you would like your legislator to know about you (interest in government, school activities, 4‑H projects and more).

Paragraph 2: Talk about your involvement in the Michigan 4‑H Youth Conservation Council (number of years, what you like about the M4‑HYCC and why you have an interest in the program). Include the purpose of the M4‑HYCC. The Michigan 4‑H Youth Conservation Council (M4‑HYCC) is a state-level 4‑H leadership program for teens aged 13 to 19. It is coordinated by the 4‑H Youth Development Programs of Michigan State University Extension. The purpose of the program is to provide hands-on experiences for young people, with the option of participating for one to three years in the program, to learn about current conservation issues in Michigan and our state government public policy-making process. Twenty-five teens from throughout Michigan select and research an issue and prepare written and oral presentations for a Senate or House committee interested in the conservation issue.

Paragraph 3: Talk about your conservation topic of ___________________________ and what you are doing as research of the topic.

Paragraph 4: Invite your legislator to the M4‑HYCC presentation for the Senate Committee of Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs, on ____________________. Inform them that you are looking forward to meeting them and finding out more about state government.

Sincerely,

Your signature

Your name, printed or typed[image: image1.png]
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