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Common windgrass in Michigan 
Keys to identification and management in winter wheat 
Christy Sprague, Extension Weed Science www.MSUweeds.com 

Windgrass in a Michigan wheat 
field Identifying characteristics: 

Common distribution of wind-
grass in Michigan 

Open-branched, reddish panicle Tillering of windgrass in wheat Jagged membranous 
ligule  

Threadlike 
appearance 
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Common windgrass in Michigan 

Keys to successful windgrass management in wheat 

Step 1: Start clean!! 

Step 2: Plant a competitive crop. 

Step 3: Apply an effective postemergence herbicide. 

Approach A: Fall applications 

emerged 
emerged

Step 4: Additional strategies to consider. 

Approach B: Spring applications 


